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Lunch stop with a view near Nikau Palm Gully; photo 
Simon Holmes

The  CHRISTCHURCH  TRAMPING  CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from  easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness  and  experience  required).  We  also
organise  instructional  courses  and  hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $45 member, $65 couple, $20 junior or
associate, plus $15 for members who opt to
obtain a paper newsletter. 

For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages. 

News
Congratulations to two of our members for achieving distinction in the

2019 FMC Photo Competition:

Emma Rogers : Winner of the Native Flora and Fauna Category

Michal Klajban: Runner-Up in the Above Bushline (no human element)
Category

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening
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or Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.

Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side  of  Waltham  School,  is  about  100m  south  of  the  Brougham  St/Waltham  Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If
you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone John West 0212302536 or email
john_a_west@outlook.com. Please note that  formalities start  at  7:50 pm sharp,  and if
there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the
particulars/code/reference fields.  Phone Steve Bruerton 322-6196 for  booking  and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner,  $25 non-member, $5 kids
under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or  maintenance  required,  please  contact  the  hut
convenor, Steve Bruerton.

Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is
Barney  Stephenson,  ph.  027  358  3281  .
Note:  club  gear  assigned  to  you  is  your
responsibility;  please take care of it.  Please
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This  may result  in  serious  damage to  your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking  them on  a  trip  even  if  they  are  not
used,  and  report  any  damage  to  the  gear
custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:

Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per item per
weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Personal locator beacons Free

Wednesday 27 November Club Night

A photographer with a difference: Scott Fowler is not only a club member but is also
an internationally awarded professional “photographer with a difference”. Scott has spent
many years teaching others how to improve their own photography skills and is known for
his  workshops  on  portraiture,  landscapes,  focus  on  colours,  creative  techniques,
understanding studio and natural light, and creating monochrome artwork. Come along
for an insight into his art and you might just go away with a few tips you can use to
improve your tramping photos.
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Weekend 30 Nov-1 Dec
Departure point: Caltex Russley 7am

Leader: Steve Bruerton 322-6196
steve.ngaire@xtra.co.nz

Paris in the Springtime: (a peak in the Two Thumbs Range,
above Lake Tekapo).

Everyone needs a trip to Paris in the Spring. This one will require
ice axe and crampons though, and there are a few more steps
than the Eiffel Tower. Cruisey walk in on Sat. Sat night camping at
junction of North East Gorge and Two Thumb Streams. Ascent to
Paris and walk out on Sun. Note: 7am departure time. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 26 Sep

Map: BX17  

Approx: Approx $70

Sunday 1 December 
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

The 2019 Bell Tea Tramping Series: Just like previous years Bell
Tea series, this will be a series of four 1-day trips which will get
progressively harder as the year proceeds and they will finish with
the climb up Mt Oxford. They can be done as a complete series of
trips, or as single trips and the series is designed to suit trampers
who want to move up from easy to mod trips. For the really keen
trampers  they  can  follow  up  the  four  day  trips  with  an  alpine
tramping weekend at the club hut, completing the Mt Karen & the
Avalanche Bealey traverse trips in January 2020. All of the trips
will  be run at an easy pace with plenty of scenery stops and a
chance to boil the billy for an old fashion tramping brew and long
lunch in the sun.

#3 Thirteen Mile Bush This trip is designed to suit trampers who
want  to  move  up  from easy  to  mod  trips.  The  Benmore  track
crosses over farmland before following Thirteen Mile Bush stream
up through the forest to the Benmore hut for a hot brew. If  the
weather  and time permits  we can proceed further  up the track
towards  Point  1444  above  the  bushline,  before  returning  back
down the hill the way we came up.

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace

Closes: 28 Nov

Map:  

Approx: $20

Wednesday 4 December Club Night

Free evening - watch this space:  The club meets as usual at 110 Waltham Road at
7.30pm. Speaker TBC, watch your emails for notice of the meeting.

Saturday 7 December 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Hogs Back ( Rescheduled ): From the access road just west of
Castle Hill Village, a track follows the Long Spur ridgeline, then
through beech forest, crossing Long Creek and Waterfall Creek.
We then go up Hogs Back itself (1032m), traverse the ridge before
crossing Hogs Back Creek, up to Long Spur and rejoin the track
back to the cars. A mix of on and off track tramping. Round trip
around 15kms, 500m height gain.

Grade: Easy/Mod

Closes: 5 Dec

Map: BW21 

Approx: $20
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Saturday 7 December 
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: John West
john_a_west@outlook.com

Rome  Ridge  to  Avalanche  Peak  loop:  From  Arthur’s  Pass
(750m), we’ll  ascend the Coral Track up Rome Ridge under Mt
Rolleston up to near Pt 1825. Turning South, the route follows the
ridge for 2km and we reach the Avalanche Peak summit (1833m.)
We can then take either the Avalanche Peak track or Scott’s Track
back the the village. A short walk through the town, possibly via
the pub, back to the cars.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 5 Dec

Map:  

Approx: $35

Weekend 7-8 December 
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Barry Watson 021668895
bazzaman7@gmail.com

Pre-Christmas  International  Cuisine  Tramp:  If  you  LOVE
delicious food and tramping, this is the trip for you... As a good
relaxed lead up to end of the year, we are running a trip based on
fantastic food, good times and good tramping. Everyone will  be
responsible to bring a classic dish that is synonymous with their
native  country.  Our  goal  over  the  weekend  is  to  enjoy  an
international feast of food of gastric proportions, with some food
tramping thrown in to burn off the excessive intake. We will finalise
the food related details closer to the time. Saturday’s tramp with
be a womble up to Caroll Hut with fancy nibbles along the way. Be
quick to put your name down, as space in the Arthurs Pass Club
Hut is limited. 

PS - due to the amount of interest this trip is generating, if weather
permits we will change the location to an easily accessible hut that
we can camp near, such as Lake Daniels or an Edwards Hut. This
will mean we are not limited to 16 people. More details closer to
the time. 

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace

Closes: 28 Nov

Map:  

Approx: $25 + Hut 
Fees

Sunday 8 December 
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

The Spurs:  From Glenthorne Station, climb towards Glenthorne
Saddle. Ascend the Spurs via Pt 1706 and Pt 1902. Descend via a
scree run (the best way of going downhill)  to Boundary Steam,
then back to Glenthorne.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 5 Dec

Map:  

Approx: $20

Wednesday 11 December Club Night

Christmas Party & Potluck: 

A very merry social evening at the clubrooms - bring a plate and your beverage of choice.
Doors open at 6.30pm - an hour earlier than normal. This is a chance to catch up and
relax before we break for summer. Christmas themed attire is highly encouraged. The
club president already looks suspiciously like Father Christmas, so get creative! There’s
a well equipped kitchen with oven and microwave - no need for dehydrated tramping
fare.

− 4 −



Saturday 14 December 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Ryde Falls: This trip in the lovely Mt Oxford Forest is suitable for
families and everyone looking for a relaxing social tramp. We will
follow the well benched Ryde Falls Track from the carpark through
the beech forest, looking out for scattered podocarp trees – Rimu,
totara,  matai  and  splashes  of  colour  from  the  red  and  yellow
leaved horopito. Plenty of bird life as well – robins, fantails and
bellbirds.  The  falls  themselves,  three  cascades,  are  above  a
beautiful deep pool. The return trip will follow the Koromiko Track
and then the Link Track back to the carpark.

Grade: Easy

Closes: 12 Dec

Map: BW22 

Approx: $15

Weekend 14-15 December 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michal Klajban 020 4196 3548 

Pre-Christmas camp at Brass Monkey Bivouac: Starting at the
bridge over Lewis River by Palmer Lodge. Following Nina Valley
Track and then Lucretia  Hut  Route  to  Lucretia  Hut.  We’ll  keep
following  Lucretia  Stream and  higher  up  we’ll  turn  west  into  a
steep slope to climb Pt 1602. Descend to Brass Monkey Bivouac
where we’ll  set up a camp. Going down by Duchess Stream to
Nina Hut and back to the cars along Nina Valley Track.

Roughly 30 km, 1300m ascent Quite a challenging weekend trip
with some lovely bush bashing and bivvy searching (unfortunately
the bivvy is orange so we might end up actually finding it). If the
weather gods are not on our side, we might want to stay low and
camp by Lucretia  Hut  instead (embarrassing option).  But  if  the
weather gods will smile on us, camping up by the bivvy has the
potential to become The camping spot of your summer tramping
season  (preferable  option).  Super  keen  trampers  can  climb
Lucretia on Sunday morning.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 5 Dec

Map: BU23 

Approx: approx $40
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Sunday 15 December 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

The 2019 Bell Tea Tramping Series: Just like previous years Bell
Tea series, this will be a series of four 1-day trips which will get
progressively harder as the year proceeds and they will finish with
the climb up Mt Oxford. They can be done as a complete series of
trips, or as single trips and the series is designed to suit trampers
who want to move up from easy to mod trips. For the really keen
trampers  they  can  follow  up  the  four  day  trips  with  an  alpine
tramping weekend at the club hut, completing the Mt Karen & the
Avalanche Bealey traverse trips in January 2020. All of the trips
will  be run at an easy pace with plenty of scenery stops and a
chance to boil the billy for an old fashion tramping brew and long
lunch in the sun. 

#4 Mt Oxford This trip is designed to suit trampers who want to
move up from easy to mod trips. Leaving from the car park at the
end of Mountain Road we head straight up the the track to the top
of Mt Oxford for a hot brew, lunch & grand views over the Oxford
Forest  area  before  returning  via  the  Ashley  Saddle.  A  great
moderate tramping circuit with lots of nice north facing slopes to
practise “tussock lizzard” skills if the weather permits.

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace

Closes: 12 Dec

Map:  

Approx: $20

Sunday 22 December 
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

Mt Lucia 1711m (Lewis Pass area):  Lucia in the Libretto range
still seems to be unclimbed by the tramping club. Park near SH7,
2km south of Deer Valley Campsite and bush bash to pt 1694,
before heading south along the range to Lucia. Return the same
way.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 19 Dec

Map: BT23 

Approx:

Sunday 22 December 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Symon Holmes
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Pinchgut Hut Banks Peninsula:

Easy walk into Pinchgut hut following the Okuku river. After lunch
we will walk out the same way. If it is a hot day, the trip will take
longer as we spend time swimming in the Okuku River.

Grade: Easy

Closes: 19 Dec

Map: BW23 

Approx: $15
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Multi day trip 26-31 December 
Departure point: To be arranged; rendezvous
in Kurow at 5pm on Boxing Day

Leader: John Shrewsbury
JohnShrewsbury@compuserve.com 

Awakino Base Camp (near Kurow): 

In the Awakino Ski Lodge (up to 20 bunks):

www.skiawakino.com/lodge.php

at 1100m above Kurow in the Oteake Conservation Park

www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/otago/
places/oteake-conservation-park/

The  lodge  has  battery  electric  lighting  and  flush  toilets.  Road
access is restricted, and there is a thirty minute walk to the hut
without 4WD. Mt Bitterness 1910m is a day trip up a ridge and
back by the ski road. If the weather is good, Mt Donnett 1924m is
an overnight trip via Kohurau 2009m, camping at the head of Hut
Creek.  There  is  a  day spare  for  weather,  or  two if  we do just
Kohurau as a day trip; bring a good book. The Kurow Hotel does
huge  steaks  and  mixed  grills,  and  the  Kurow  Hill  track  has
armchairs. 

I’ll be glad to hear from anyone prepared to:

• bring a 4WD for the last section of track to the hut, and perhaps
above; 

• organise an evening meal; or 

• lead harder walks; or with any other suggestions.

Grade: Base camp;
easy-
moderate at
a slow pace

Closes: 19 Dec

Map: CB16 

Approx: Approx $90 
petrol + $20
per night 
accommod
ation 
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Multi day trip 27 December-5 January 
Departure point: Queenstown Airport 11am on
Dec 27

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

Post Christmas & New Year’s Southern Tramp: 

After a family Christmas gathering my plan is to drop my wife off at
the Queenstown airport on the 27th Dec and then spend 10 days
tramping in the Southland – Otago area. 

My Plan A is Lake Nerine and 5 Passes via the Valley of the Trolls.
However if previous attempts are anything to go by I could end up
doing  any  number  of  other  trips  chasing  the  good  summer
weather. So just like Frodo I have room in my car for 4 x tramping
companions  to  join  me  on  a  LOTR  (ladies  only  trans-alpine
ramble). 

My  multi  days  summer  trips  are  not  so  much  hard  core
expeditions  but  walking  holidays  which  will  generally  include  a
number of rest days eg camping by a lake or river. These trips are
run at such a pace that the idea is that at the end of the trip you
should be able grab some clean clothes, fresh food and do the trip
again. More detail  on what these trips entail  can be gained by
talking to “survivors” of previous summer trips or contacting the
trip leader. So if you are up for the challenge book your partner
into rehab, send the kids off to summer camp, drop the dog off at
the  vet,  sort  out  some  transport  down  to  Queenstown  and
organise the time off work so that you can have a crack. 

Successful  LOTR companions  will  have  proven  tramping  skills
and/or determination necessary to complete a multi day trip. The
ability  to  provide  fruit  cake for  supper  and discuss the  various
merits of, and differences between the 1969 and 2010 True Grit
movies over a cup of tea by a camp fire would be an advantage.
Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070; tortistours@gmail.com

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 19 Dec

Map:  

Approx: $TBC

Saturday 11 January 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

13 Mile Bush/Benmore Hut: 

This  trip  in  the  Korowai-Torlesse  Tussocklands  Park  will  start
along a 4WD track easement through Benmore Station. Follow
Benmore Track through beech forest up to Benmore Hut, located
in a saddle at the head of 13 Mile Bush Stream. After lunch at the
hut, return the same way. Return trip around 12kms, 300m height
gain.

Grade: Easy+

Closes: 9 Jan

Map: BW21 

Approx: $20
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Saturday 11 January 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Alan Ross 384-6425
alan_sue@xtra.co.nz

River Crossing Course:  Undertaking a river crossing course is
the closest thing we have in the CTC to a compulsory training
course. In NZ, everyone heading to the hills, even some easy day
tramps  need  to  have  good  river  crossing  skills  and  more
importantly, the skill to decide not to cross! With a large number of
our new members from overseas where river crossing skills are
almost  entirely  absent,  this  course  is  a  ’must  do’  for  these
members. Sign up on line as this course fills fast and places are
limited. You need a weekend pack at least 15kg in weight (NOT A
DAY PACK).  You  must  be  a  current  member  to  come  on  the
course. NOTE:- Depart 1pm.

Grade: Easy Mod +
River travel

Closes: 9 Jan

Map:  

Approx: $5

Weekend 11-12 January 
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Symon Holmes
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Jollie Brook Hut: Nice easy walk from the Hurunui swingbridge to
Gabriel Hut. After Gabriel Hut we can take a short detour to Lake
Sumner.  From  Gabriel  hut  we  climb  over  a  saddle  before
decending to the Jollie Brook Hut. We will walk out down the Jollie
Brook. Note there are several river crossing of the Jollie Brook.

Grade: Easy+

Closes: 2 Jan

Map: BV23 BU23

Approx: Approx $35 
+ hut fees

Wednesday 15 January Club Night

Catch up and first meeting of the year: This is the first meeting of the year. This is a
chance  for  members  to  enthuse  about  what  they  got  up  to  over  the  summer.  The
projector is available - bring some photos and make us all jealous with your exploits!

Saturday 18 January 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Alastair Brown 338-1324
alastairgbrown@yahoo.com.au

Red Peak via Mt Torlesse:  The classic CTC trip. 22.4 km and
1600 m height gain over 9.5 hours. We’ll leave from the big tree
on SH73, head up the Kowai then attack the main ridge and get
the lions share of the height gain out of the way. Having summited
Torlesse we’ll knock off Red Peak then find a direct-ish way back
to the Kowai and home.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 16 Jan

Map: BW21 

Approx: $20
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Saturday 18 January 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Te Oka Reserve/Tumbledown Bay: This trip on the southern part
of Banks Peninsula starts on the corner of Gap and Bossu Roads,
follows a track down through the Te Oka Reserve to Te Oka and
then down a ridgeline to Tumbledown Bay. Safe swimming beach,
interesting rock formations and great coastal scenery. The return
trip will follow the same ridgeline – part of Te Oka Reserve – back
up to Bossu Road. Round trip around 14 kms, 600m height gain.
The trip will involve a car shuffle.

Grade: Easy/Mod

Closes: 16 Jan

Map: BY24 

Approx: $20

Weekend 18-19 January 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Eric Skea 

Mt Alexander:  Stay in  the club hut  in  Arthur’s  Pass on Friday
night. On Saturday morning drive to Camp Creek River off Lake
Brunner Road and begin the tramp along the Camp Creek Route
to the summit of Mt Alexander, from 180m to 1958m. High camp
on Saturday night. Summit either Saturday afternoon or Sunday
morning  as  time/conditions  allow.  Bad-weather  alternatives  in
Westland, Lewis Pass, Ohau or the Canterbury foothills (in that
order of priority). 

Grade: ModHard

Closes: 9 Jan

Map: BU20 

Approx: $40 + hut 
fee

Wednesday 22 January Club Night

New Year BBQ at the Groynes: 

Come to our annual Summer BBQ! We will be meeting at The Groynes, off John’s Road
for our New Years’ BBQ. Start time is 6.00pm. 

You can google a map of the Groynes which shows the various picnic areas. Meet at the
2E Picnic Area, a lovely grassed area beside the stream with shelter and shade. We
won’t book an area but there are plenty of picnic tables and spots in this vicinity if 2E is
taken. There are toilets and drinking water on the drive in but best to bring water. Follow
the signs to the Recreation Lake. Picnic Area 2E is just across the bridge, access is off
the left-hand car park. There are 3 picnic tables beside the stream. We need BBQs,
tables and chairs, so please contact either John West, Chris McGimpsey or Alan Ross if
you can help with these items. Bring your sausage, steaks, chops, salads, marshmallows
etc, the usual liquid refreshments and plates/cups/utensils. Please note the club rooms
will not be open.

Weekend 25-26 January 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Alan Ross 384-6425
alan_sue@xtra.co.nz

Wheel Creek Hut in the Victoria Range: Leaving 7pm on Friday
night we will  camp near Springs Junction. Saturday am we will
walk up Wheel Creek to the hut. Seems its not as straightforward
as the map might suggest with the route being indistinct. In the
afternoon we will head for the tops. Bring a track clearing tool so
on the way back on Sunday we can improve the route (if we find
one at all).

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 16 Jan

Map: BU22 

Approx: Approx $35
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Sunday 26 January 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Wharfedale  Track –  Lees Valley  to Wharfedale  Hut  Return:
The trip starts in Lees Valley just north of the Ashley River and
follows a 4WD track, then a bush track with two crossings of the
Townshend  River.  Look  forward  to  lunch  at  the  well  appointed
Wharfedale  Hut  and  return  the  same  way.  Return  trip  around
20kms, mostly flat travel and minimal height gain. 

Grade: Easy

Closes: 23 Jan

Map: BW22 

Approx: $20

Wednesday 29 January Club Night

Newsletter folding: Newsletter folding evening and general catch-up. There may well be
a speaker - contact John West in January if you want to share your summer adventures!

Saturday 8 February 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Lake Georgina/Mt Georgina/Red Lakes: This trip is in the alpine
Lake Coleridge basin tussockland area. We first skirt around the
edge of Lake Georgina and up to Point 825 for some good views
of the lake. Ascend Mt Georgina (944m) and then down through
open sub-alpine country to Red Lakes. Follow a 4WD track out to
Lyndon Road.  The trip  is  around 12kms and will  involve a car
shuffle.

Grade: Easy/Mod

Closes: 6 Feb

Map: BW20 

Approx: $25

Friday 1 May 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Michael Hammond
02108414764

mbahammond@hotmail.com

The trip of a lifetime. Europe by MTB: Please feel welcome to
join me on my retirement trip in 2020. The plan is to cycle across
Europe from Amsterdam to Istanbul. Starting in early May, fly into
Amsterdam and travel south to Rotterdam. From there join up with
the eurovelo route which follows the Rhine river. Going through
Netherlands, France, Germany, Luxembourg and Switzerland as
far as Basel.  Then join up with the Danube river trail  travelling
through Switzerland, Germany and Austria. Once we’ve reached
Vienna we switch to the Iron Curtain trail and continue on through
Austria,  Slovakia,  Hungary,  Slovenia,  Croatia,  Serbia,  Romania,
Bulgaria,  Northern  Macedonia,  Greece  and  Turkey.  Once  we
reach Turkey and the city of Edrine we branch off and head for
Istanbul. After some 5200 km we will  have crossed Europe. I’m
hoping to average 80 km per day on this trip so that would be
about 65 days cycling. Expecting some days off for sight seeing
and R and R a budget of 3 months seems quite reasonable. This
trip can be easily done in part if you haven’t got the 3 months to
do it all. My travel dates are a bit flexible but wouldn’t want to drift
too far from these original dates.

Grade: MTB

Closes: 30 Apr

Map:  

Approx: Contact 
Leader
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Trip Reports

There were no formal trip reports posted this month but the club members have
been very active in the hills. Here is a selection of trips, some club organised, some

private, but all by members and posted on our FaceBook pages 

Nikau Palm Gully

One of Mike Newlove's specials: A nice gentle walk on Bank's Peninsula with lunch at a

very pleasant spot.

With no moderate day trip and the moderate weekend trip cancelled due to weather Mike
had 25 trampers to herd on a trip to the most southerly Nikau Palms. We had warm if
overcast  weather  and  it  was  a  pleasant  walk  to  the  reserve  through  farmland.  After
dropping down through the gully we stopped for lunch overlooking the ocean.

After lunch we climbed up the Blue track before dropping down to the cars and returning to
the Little River cafe for refreshments.

Nikau Palm Gully  start of walk :Simon Holmes
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Lunch stop with a view; Simon Holmes

photo by Barney Stephenson
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Kaikouras show weekend 
The  aftermath  of  the  massive  Kaikoura  earthquake  created  a  brand  new  natural
phenomenon; a highly-picturesque lake at 800m/2524ft. Although there’s no official track
to ‘Hapuku Lake’ a scramble over rocks and through rivers will be well rewarded with views
few get to see firsthand 

We found three days of stunning sunny weather around the Kaikouras! What an absolutely
fantastic long weekend of sun, awesome company and grand adventures. 

What a fantastic long weekend - three days of perfect weather scrambling up and down
rivers,  gorges,  saddles,  scree,  and  slips.  We  camped/bivvied  both  nights. By  Zack
Williams :

What a great weekend in the Seaward Kaikouras (with a massive amount of extremely
visible earthquake damage from Nov 2016 - exactly 3 years ago to the day). Awesome
weather, fab company and incredible tramping with some "worrying" parts thrown in......just
to keep us on our toes!  By Kelly Anne Purdie
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Campsite at Hapuku Lake
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Day 2: Heading towards Stace Saddle – Lake Hapuku in far rear above giant slip debris.

This was a tricky section which took an hour for us to literally drop 10m. Teamwork was needed and Zack
Williams was the first one to take his pack off and take the plunge, whilst the rest of us held trees/branches in
precarious positions so we didn't slip off the bluff (which I found first and tried to stop others from coming too
close to).
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https://www.facebook.com/zilliams?__tn__=%2CdK*F-R&eid=ARBVntMX-gF6A72jXLYBVE_yk1PigDFB-p9HR-v7oBW_CRodvN4S-szM6howODGwBdjZcHEgpWA_TUht&hc_location=group_dialog
https://www.facebook.com/zilliams?__tn__=%2CdK*F-R&eid=ARBVntMX-gF6A72jXLYBVE_yk1PigDFB-p9HR-v7oBW_CRodvN4S-szM6howODGwBdjZcHEgpWA_TUht&hc_location=group_dialog


3rd day - a dozen more river crossings and just under 2 hours back to the cars

Fowler Hut base camp
Saturday October 26th - 9 participants 

A 10-hour day going up Tonga Hill 1672m - Mt Sadd 1798m - partly to Mt Horrible (time
was definitely against us), before descending down awesome snow to the valley and back
to the car.

About 26km including 1hour on a 4WD track at both ends. 11:00 - 21:00. Around 1000m
accumulative ascent (ish, I think)...

Thanks Christopher McGimpsey for a great weekend based out of Fowler Hut. 

Fowler hut base camp view of where we're going: photo Kelly Anne Purdie 
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https://www.facebook.com/christopher.mcgimpsey.1238?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCbLeB-dEspIF6Bk2Ut_-gjjzCt8RLzsZm3ZfwnIQODM7BNqtoNY3m5wIkIvfgf1ALE4N_hOENfsoj2&fref=mentions


Sliding and falling on the scree

Fowler hut base camp -  loving the tops: photo John West 
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Bryce Williamson post to FB Mt Manson Sunday 3 November 2019

CTC day trip, 14.2 km and 1130 m total  ascent over 6 hours and 20 minutes. Eleven
participants 

Mt Manson trip-- Sunday 3 November 2019 photo John West

− 19 −



The promised bush bash started with a surprisingly good track:  photo Emma Rogers 

Mt Manson Post-lunch _1700 m on Mt Manson south ridge photo Bryce Williamson
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Mt Manson Dave and Jeff  at 1859m looking west.

Photo Emma Rogers
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Cave Stream Wilding Pines control 17 November
With  Chris  McGimpsey’s  Show  Weekend  plans  A and  B  being  cancelled  due  to  the
Saturday forecast, Alan Ross decided to augment a Friday jaunt up Mt Oxford with a day
of wilding-pine killing. Five CTC sexagenarians (Alan has an odd view about what that
word means) headed off at a leisurely hour to the boulderer’s gate, just north of Parapet
Rock on SH 73 (West Coast Road). Our assigned task was to destroy as many wilding
pines as we could along the ~3 km stretch the upper terrace of the right (west) bank of
Cave Stream between the gate and Cave Stream car park. Over the period 10 am to 3 pm
my GPS tells me I meandered over 13 km scouring the target zone with colleagues on
either side. By my estimates (I was tallying my victims) we got between 2500 and 3000 of
the blighters, which I reckon represents more than 90% of the population. In two or three
years we’ll have to go back and get the rest. 

Area of our operation today was along Cave Stream

Morning smoko in the lee of Parapet rock
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Another great Mike Newlove trip, a very friendly walk in the Awa Awa
Rata Reserve and Mt. Hutt Conservation Area. 
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Near Scotts Saddle looking towards Mt Hutt

And great views going down while walking on ball bearings
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Canyoning in the Kaikoura region :Black Miller Stream Okiwi Bay
Uploaded by Jonathan Carr with Jeff Hall
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Mt Oxford 15 Nov 2019

Thanks to  Mich Al for running this trip up Oxford.  David Sutton and I  raced up to the
summit in 1hr 40min, then went back down a bit and joined the rest of the crew still coming
up. The group summited and then came down via Ashley Saddle, where it was fairly blowy.

Mt Oxford : photo John West

Windy on top – group huddle; photo Jana Plotkova
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https://www.facebook.com/david.sutton.92505?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARB7I3BZ_cQJiHVBB2Z9mN5x78ekpMr8-8Nk1kjFYZZkgY1gHZu4UzDdYi1cGBS8LVgPYw6M83t0zO49&dti=577361369015372&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/michal.klajban?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCFYYK7LJ7gse0t1JuFy3UchN_xm5OJ1GEr2YBFC8QJNCrf8F3iRpYohIamtgYQqAHWY28dnavSh1Fx&dti=577361369015372&hc_location=group


Down via Ashley Saddle, where it was fairly blowy.Photo John West

More about the CTC
CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed.  Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists  containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).
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We  recommend  you  start  with  the  Club  Captain,  then  the  Gear  Custodian,  then  the
Presidents, then the Trip Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact
can  be  made  then  the  Police.  Refer  to  the  list  of  Club  Officers  below,  and  on
www.ctc.org.nz.  Members  (particularly  Trip  Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement
with your loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Club Officers

President: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070

Vice President: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453

Secretary: Eric Skea 021 0247 5473

Treasurer: Carol Horgan 027 212 7294

Club Captain: Alan Ross 384-6425

New Members 
Rep:

Emma Rogers 0224916625

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Kelly Purdie 027 614 2255

Overnight Trip 
Organiser:

Barry Watson 021668895

Social 
Convenor:

John West 021 230 2536

Gear Custodian:
Barney 
Stephenson

027 358 3281

Editor: Peter Hinchey 0225948023

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

IT Convenor: Nick Edwards 0273656751

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 23 January 2020 – Thanks.
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